
“We Believe in St. Germaine School”

The St. Germaine School motto is 
“Enlightening Minds, Enriching Lives.”
We believe that students who experience a wide variety of 
academic, athletic, and social opportunities thrive, both 
now as students and as adults in the future.  The accom-
plishments of our graduates attest to the truth of this 
belief.  (Over the past few years, several of our graduates 
have been senior class valedictorians/salutatorians; others 
ranked in the top ten of their classes; several have been 
named as Illinois State Scholars)  We believe that St. 
Germaine School contributed in real ways to their success.

 

We believe St. Germaine School is called to 
nurture our students’ academic and moral 
growth. 
Our instructional programs include rigorous content and 
high expectations for our students.  Math, English 
Language Arts, Literacy, Science, STEM, and Social 
Studies all help our students to become well-rounded 
life-long learners.   St. Germaine School is the recipient 
of the National Department of Education Blue Ribbon 
School Award, a national award that recognizes high 
student achievement and innovative programs.  

Our students are involved in daily religious education 
and weekly liturgical experiences.  Students and teach-
ers together explore the way of life we are called to 
follow as disciples of Jesus.

Four Foundational Beliefs:

Many of our school programs add to our ability to educate 
the “whole child,” by encouraging them to explore and 
extend their own interests and talents.  

We believe St. Germaine School is called to balance 
academic, religious and extracurricular experiences
Each day students and teachers engage in collaborative 
learning experiences that extend beyond their textbooks. 
Students work cooperatively with others to complete 
projects and activities since this cooperation is such an 
important part of the world of work.  Interactions among 
students, teachers, and sta� are all viewed through the lens 
of our Catholic Faith.  As you will see in the next section, St. 
Germaine provides many experiences for students outside 
of traditional school o�erings.

We believe St. Germaine School is called to build 
community and understand the value of service.
A true sense of happiness, joy and success permeates the 
school environment.  Parents have often commented that 
our school “feels like a family.”  The positive culture of our 
school builds motivation and a willingness to participate.  
Parents are seen as true partners in the work of the school 
and are invited to participate in many ways.   We often 
identify opportunities for our students and their families to 
share in the call to Christian service.  Food and supply 
drives, messages to our home-bound parishioners, and 
contributions to local charities are sponsored frequently 
during the school year.

We believe that St. Germaine School is called to 
provide instruction tailored to individual students’ 
needs which enhances student success.
Teachers in each classroom build on years of experience to 
reach each student “where they are at.”  Frequent profes-
sional development activities enable teachers to remediate 
and enrich our students’ learning. Quality learning 
platforms provide access to resources that invite students 
to explore their interests and build their skills.  



We o�er a number of other programs that support our Foundational Beliefs:
 

...all students can 
learn with the 

appropriate support & 
encouragement.  They 

all love a challenge 
beyond the typical 

“classroom” activities. 

...we need to equip 
our students with the 

skills they need to 
participate in safe 

and intelligent ways 
in our digital world.

...we need to share 
the rich cultural 

experience that
music and art bring 

to our world. 

...our students benefit 
from a sound physical 

education program. 

...we live together in a 

multi-cultural world.

...if we can extend 
learning time for 

students, they will 
explore and expand 

their interests in our 
amazing world. 

After-School
Extension Classes

Skyroom

Music/Art

Spanish

Physical Education/
Extra-curricular Sports

Computer Technology

WE BELIEVE...

.  We need to help them understand that the 
value of technology extends not only to 

entertainment, but also to the production 
of quality work.  We need to help them 

evaluate information they receive 
through technology for both its 

veracity and its usefulness.
Our technology program includes a 

one-to-one chromebook initiative.  
Students in grades 1-4 each have a chrome-

book for use during the school day.  Teachers 
use the devices to enrich classroom lessons and 

provide practice with skills that students are 
attempting to master.  In grades 5-8, students use 

their chromebooks for activities both at school and at 
home.  The ability to bring their devices home with 

them extends the possibility for learning outside 
of the school day.  Our graduates have skills 

that prepare them for high school and the 
world of work.

Our SKYroom (Successful Kids, Yes!) provides 
learning support to students who need 
additional resources to learn well.  Our teachers, 
staff and volunteers provide this help.  The 
SkyRoom program also provides enrichment 
activities for students who need a challenge.  Students 
at all grade levels have studied the city of Chicago, 
worked with STEM projects about simple machines 
and explored our national parks.  

Physical fitness, exercise, and the ability to 
exhibit traits of good sportsmanship all 

contribute to our goal of educating the “whole 
child.”

Our program provides student with physical education 
classes twice per week along with opportunities to 

participate in extra-curricular activities.  Teams are 
available for boys and girls: basketball, volleyball, 

soccer, golf.

Our “blended learning” model encourag-
es students to learn outside of the school 

day.  Students interact with many learning 
platforms that supplement our daily lessons.  

We also offer opportunities for group 
experiences and clubs.  We have offered craft 

classes, book clubs, choir, band, and Lego teams.  
We continue to develop other activities to involve our 

students of all ages.

Music has the potential to expand our 
horizons.  Whether it means listening to 
our own “favorites” or learning to play an 
instrument, music provides a wonderful 
outlet for our creativity.  Creating art or 
looking at the artistic efforts of others gives us 
insight into the beauty of the world God made.

Our program brings all types of music and basic 
music theory to our students.  Students participate in 
weekly classroom instruction.  Students who want to 
explore their own musical talents are invited to be 
a part of our school band.  Our art program helps 
students explore the expressions of artists from 
the past (appreciation) with the challenge of 
expressing their own ideas artistically.

The ability to communicate, to share 
ideas, clearly with people of other languages 
can only enrich our common experiences.  
Sharing friendly words with others has a way of 
building an openness to one another.  Our Spanish 
Language program begins with simple conversation 
with our pre-school students and builds more complex 
language skills that our students will need in high school 
and in the world in which they live.  Students at all levels 
share experiences of cultures throughout the world.  
Before the COVID pandemic we were fortunate to 
have several international students from China.  
The Cornerstone Education group  helped our 
students to celebrate Chinese New Year and to 
learn some simple expressions in Mandarin.  
We hope to return to this enriching 
experience in the near future.
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